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Engineering Department 

Jeb E. Brewer, P.E., City Engineer 

PROJECT: MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

 August 2009 

 WARD 3 ï COUNCIL MEMBER CHRISTINE HENSLEY  

 
John and Mary Pappajohn Sculpture Park  
 

On September 22, 2008, City Council awarded a contract for this improvement to Pinnacle Construction 
Group, LLC in the amount of $2,014,500.  This project includes the reconstruction of two square blocks of 
the Western Gateway Park into an outdoor art gallery in which numerous pieces of art and sculptures will 
be permanently displayed. 
 
Construction began on October 2, 2008.  The contractor has completed construction of the three 
reinforced PCC retaining walls, sculpture foundations, water service, subdrain system, electrical system, 
and security system.  All 24 sculptures have been installed.  The contractor is currently completing the 
earth work related to the earth berm and the lawn irrigation system.  The installation of sod, trees, 
plantings, and the stainless steel railings have yet to be started. 
 
Project completion is anticipated in September 2009. 
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42nd Street & Kingman Blvd. Widening and Signalization 
 
This proposed traffic safety improvement consists 
of installing new traffic signals at the intersection of 
42

nd
 Street and Kingman Boulevard and widening 

42
nd

 Street from 31-feet wide to 35-feet wide in order 
to provide left-turn lanes at the intersection.  42

nd
 

Street carries 16,400 vehicles per day and has one of 
the highest traffic volumes in the State for a two-lane 
roadway.  The intersection averages 8 crashes 
per year.  On August 25, 2008, the project was 
awarded to Grimes Asphalt and Paving Corp. for 
$350,782.18.  The street widening and traffic signal 
installation has been completed.  Final restoration of 
the sod areas will be finished this fall. 
 
 

 
 

Center Street Pedestrian Bridge 
 
The new Center Street Pedestrian Bridge was bid through the IDOT and awarded to Cramer & Associates, 
Inc. for $9,466,017.50.  This structure will form the northern link in the Principal Riverwalk.  Construction 
started in the fall of 2007 with the east and west abutments and supporting falsework.  Steel arch and decks 
are in place on falsework for welding.  Completion is anticipated in late 2009. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High Street Realignment ï 10th Street to 14th Street 
 
To facilitate the construction of the new Wellmark 
Corporate Headquarters and their parking garage north 
of Grand Avenue from 11

th
 Street to 14

th
 Street the City 

is realigning High Street from 10
th
 Street to 14

th
 Street.   

The project is being constructed in phases to 
accommodate Wellmarkôs construction schedule.  The 
first phase of the project concentrated on High Street 
from 10

th
 Street to 12

th
 Street and was completed in the 

spring of 2009.  A construction contract in the amount of 
$621,276.38 has been awarded to Corell Contractors, 
Inc. for phase two of the project.  Construction of this 
phase is from 12

th
 Street to 14

th
 Street and started after 

the Arts Festival at the end of June. This phase was 
scheduled to be completed late this fall, however to accommodate Wellmarkôs construction schedule the 
southern lane will be completed in the spring of 2010.  High Street will be open to traffic late this fall.  
Phase three of the project will be bid in 2010 to complete the southern lanes of High Street between 11

th
 

and 12
th
 Streets.   Funding for the project includes a State RISE grant along with City and Polk County 

funds. 
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2009 Expanded Street Resurfacing Programs 
 
These improvements are funded by gaming revenues in partnership with the City of Des Moines, 
Polk County, Prairie Meadows Race Track and Casino, and RACI.  There are 51 streets included in four 
programs that will receive new hot mix and warm mix asphalt surfaces.  The four contracts are scheduled 
to be bid this summer.  The following streets located in Ward 3 are scheduled to be resurfaced by fall. 
 

Street From To 

   

13
th
 Street University Avenue Day Street 

S.W. 16
th
 Place Frazier Avenue S.W. 16

th
 Street 

S.W. 16
th
 Street S.W. 17

th
 Street Army Post Road 

S.W. 17
th
 Street Havens Avenue Amos Avenue 

29
th
 Street (curb) Grand Avenue Forest Drive 

Brentwood Drive River Oaks Drive Cul-de-sac West 

Carrie Avenue S.W. 12
th
 Street S.W. 14

th
 Street 

Day Street 9
th
 Street 13

th
 Street 

Gilmore Avenue 28
th
 Street 30

th
 Street 

Harwood Drive 42
nd

 Street Polk Blvd. 

Harwood Drive Polk Blvd. Woodland Avenue 

Watrous Avenue Dead End E. of 28
th
 Street 30

th
 Street 

 
  

2009 Parks Playground and Basketball Courts Improvements 
 

This project has five locations.  A new basketball court and new retaining wall will be constructed at Good 
Park; a new basketball court at M.L. King Park; new sidewalk and curbing around the existing playground 
equipment at Woodlawn and Burke Parks; and a new bike trail in the Three Lakes area (south of Army 
Post Road and east of Indianola Avenue).  The contractor, T.K. Construction, Inc., will have the project 
completed by the end of this summer. 
 

 

Pleasant Drive over Cummins Creek Bridge Replacement 
 

The replacement of the Pleasant Drive Bridge 
over Cummins Creek was awarded to Herberger 
Construction of Indianola with a bid price of 
$725,505.43.  Construction on the bridge started 
in May and will be open to traffic in late August with 
sod and seeding to follow in the fall. 
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2nd Avenue Resurfacing - Grand Avenue to University Avenue 
 
This contract was let by the Iowa DOT and the low bidder was Grimes Asphalt and Paving for 
$637,488.90.  This project is to construct a 3" thick HMA overlay, pavement markings, and patching 
on 2nd Avenue from Grand Ave north to 16' south of the south curbline of University Avenue.  
 
The project started on August 4 with patching and intake repairs, after completion of a water main 
replacement project by Des Moines Water Works.  The intermediate asphalt layer will be placed at 
the end of August and the final surface course is scheduled for mid September.  The project should 
be complete (including final pavement markings) this fall. 
 
 

2008 Storm Sewer Repair Contract 2 

 
This project includes the repair of the Cityôs storm sewer infrastructure at 5 different locations.  The 
construction includes the installation of manholes, intakes, storm sewer piping, flared end sections, 
grading and restoration to repair erosion and make modifications at the different locations.  The locations 
of the repairs are south of 1416 Oak Park Avenue, south of the intersection of Muskogee Avenue & River 
Oaks Drive, at the intersection of 29

th
 Street & Forest Drive, at the intersection of University Avenue & 

Maine Street, and at the intersection of South Union Street & Park Avenue.  The contract was awarded to 
The Underground Company for $211,686.30.  The construction is approximately 90% complete.  Grading 
and restoration for the locations is all that remains to be completed. 
 
 

2009 Sewer Lining Program 
 

This project was awarded to Insituform USA in the amount of $4,187,362.50.  It is part of an ongoing 
sewer rehabilitation program, including some sewers in the downtown area that were constructed in 
the 1800ôs.  Construction is underway and will continue into the fall and winter. 
 
 

Waveland Trail Phase 1 
 
This project includes constructing an HMA trail from the 
existing Walnut Creek Trail east of 63

rd
 Street and north 

of Grand Avenue to 56
th
 Street at the I-235 interchange.  

This project will connect many of Des Moinesô west side 
neighborhoods to the Central Iowa Trail System that 
includes approximately 110 miles of trail.  This project 
includes the construction of a 10-foot wide, 6-inch thick 
hot mix asphalt trail, 0.75 miles long, storm sewer 
culverts, and other incidental items.  The contract was 
awarded to Elder Corporation for $273,999.99.  
Construction began in July and the project will be 
completed this fall. 
 
 

 
 




