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North End of Project Area
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*yellow line shown is Alternative 4, and 
is noted as a map reference point
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South End of Project Area
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Problem Statements

ƷThe north-south arterial street network in Des 
Moines is not continuous
ÁMerle Hay Road and Beaver Avenue end north of I-235

Á2nd Ave., 6th Ave., Lower Beaver Road end south of I-235

ÁMLK, Jr. Pkwy ends at Euclid Avenue

ƷConsequences of the problem include:
ÁArterial/commuter traffic routing on local streets

ƷPeak hour traffic congestion

ƷSafety concerns for neighborhoods

ÁA four-mile gap between I -35/80 interchanges
Ʒ Increased travel time to I -35/80, notably from Des Moines 

neighborhoods

ƷReduced access to CBD from I-35/80
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Project Description and Purpose

ƷProposed Action:  A continuous north -south 
transportation corridor through the Des 
Moines metro area (between Interstate -235 
and IA 415/Oralabor Road)

ƷProject Purpose: Safely and efficiently 
accommodate existing and projected local 
and regional traffic between I -235 and IA 
415.


